














In addition, Connetquot River State Park Preserve, which is located more than 1,000 feet from
the subject property, is home to game birds, fish, animals and rare plants and contains “50 miles
of hiking, horseback riding, cross-country ski and nature trails, as well as fishing on the
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Connetquot River.” 3

Additionally, the Bayard Cutting Arboretum State Park, located on the Connetquot River, is also
proximate to the subject property. According to the website of the OPRHP.** “Bayard Cutting
Arboretum’s purpose is ‘to provide an oasis of beauty and quiet for the pleasure, rest and
refreshment of those who delight in outdoor beauty, and to bring about a greater appreciation and
understanding of the value and importance of informal planting.”” The park provides a habitat
for land and aquatic birds, fox, raccoon and other wildlife by offering a combination of ponds

and small streams as well as the informal plantings.

As requested by the Town of Islip, correspondence was sent to Gil Bergen, Director of the
Connetquot River State Park Preserve, and to Brian Feil, Director of the Bayard Cutting
Arboretum State Park, informing them of the proposed action and requesting information that
would be relevant to this DEIS. In addition, similar correspondence, dated July 19, 2006, was
sent to George Gorman, Long Island Regional Director of OPRHP, as requested by Gil Bergen.
Correspondence dated October 24, 2006 was received from Thomas B. Lyons, Director of
OPRHP’s Environmental Management Bureau, responding to same requests (see Appendix K of
this DEIS). According to Mr. Lyons’ correspondence, a review of biological surveys revealed
*“...there are no significant ecological communities or rare species in those areas of the [Bayard
Cutting Arboretum] that are in the vicinity of the proposal.” It was recommended that NHP be
contacted, and same was contacted and an analysis was performed (see Section 3.4 of this DEIS).
In addition, Mr. Lyons requested this DEIS review potential impacts such as noise, traffic and

stormwater runoft on parklands, West Brook Pond and the Connetquot River.

* http://nysparks.state.nv.us/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/nysparks/parks.cgi?p+144, accessed on May 6, 2005.
** http://nysparks.state.ny.us/parks/print.asp?parklD=43, accessed on July 18, 2005.
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Furthermore, Mr. Lyons raised a concern regarding the use of invasive plant materials in the
proposed landscaping of the development. Finally, it was recommended that the Statewide
Comprehensive Ouidoor Recreation Plan (“SCORP”) be consulted with respect to the proposed

expansion of the existing athletic complex.

No correspondence was sent to Suffolk County parks as same do not exist in the immediate

vicinity of the site.

Educational Facilities

The subject property is situated within the East Islip UFSD. The East Islip School District
contains seven schools: The Early Childhood Center; Connetquot Elementary School; John F.
Kennedy Elementary School: Ruth C. Kinney Elementary School; Timber Point Elementary

School; Islip Terrace Junior High School; and East Islip High School.

According to the New York State Education Department’s (“NYSED™) website,” enrollment in
the East Islip UFSD has been as follows:

Year Enrollment
2000-01 5,052
2001-02 5,227
2002-03 5,212
2003-04 5,282
2004-05 5,399

Based upon the proposed budget for the 2004-05 school year (i.e., $76,806,899), and the number
of enrolled students during the 2004-05 school year (i.e., 5,399), the cost per student in the
school district is $14,226.%

= http://www.emsc nysed.gov/reperdfall?003/cir/580503030000.pdf, accessed on February 17, 2005,
*% Based on calculations by Pearl Kamer, Ph.D., Consulting Economist (see Appendix K of this DEIS).
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Correspondence was sent to the East Islip USFD on April 20, 2005 and June 10, 2005 (see
Appendix L of this DEIS). To date, no response has been received.

For additional information on the East Islip UFSD, see Sections 3.7, 4.7, and Appendix O of this
DEIS.

United States Postal Service

The developed portion of the subject property is currently being served by the Great River Post
Office, which is situated at 62 River Road in the hamlet of Great River and has a postal code of
“11739.” Correspondence was sent to Postmaster Catherine Southard on March 8, 2006 and on
July 17, 2006 requesting confirmation that the entire subject property is within the jurisdiction of
the Great River Post Office and the current demands and ability of the Great River Post Office to
meet these demands (see Appendix L of this DEIS).

In addition, the postmaster was requested to advise on the impacts of the proposed action on the
ability of the Great River Post Office to meet future demands, suggestions for delivery modes,
availability of post office boxes, current deliver standards, post office retail hours, confirmation
that all mail received for this proposed development would specify “Great River, NY 11739
(with the four-digit postal code extension) at the bottom address line, authority that approves the
new numeric addressing, and any additional information that is relevant. To date, no response

has been received.

3.10.3 On-Site Recreational and Open Spaces

As previously discussed in Section 3.6, there are no open space and recreational facilities
situated on the subject property. While the southern portion of the site exhibits open space
characteristics, it is actually a vacant, former industrial property. The northern portion of the
subject property is fully developed and contains no open space and recreational facilities. See

Section 3.6 for a discussion of surrounding recreational and open spaces.
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